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May 25, 2025 

 

The Sixth Sunday  
of Easter 

 

11:00 am 
Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

with commissioning of Organist & Choirmaster 
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What’s Happening This Week: 
 

Morning Prayer is held every weekday at 9:00 am on Facebook. 
 

Date Time Event Location 
 
Sunday, May 25 9:30 am  Adult Education Class Church 
 11:00 am Holy Eucharist – 6th Sunday of Easter Church 
 12:00 pm Refreshments Church 
 4:00 pm Open Hearts Café Meal/Clothing  Centennial Room 
 
Monday, May 26  Church Closed for Memorial Day 
 
Tuesday, May 27 10:00-3:00  Church Open 
 3:00 pm Open Hearts Café Meal/Clothing Centennial Room 
 
Wednesday, May 28 10:00-3:00  Church Open 
 6:00  Choral Evensong for the Eve of the Ascension 
  
Thursday, May 29 10:00-3:00  Church Open   
 12:15 pm Healing Eucharist – Ascension Day Prayer Corner 
 
Friday, May 30 8:00 pm Philadelphia Voices of Pride Concert Church 
 
Saturday, May 31  Open Hearts Summer Sale on Front Steps 
 8:00 pm Philadelphia Voices of Pride Concert Church 
 
Sunday, June 1 9:30 am  Adult Education Class Church 
 11:00 am Holy Eucharist – 7th Sunday of Easter Church 
 12:00 pm Ice Cream Social & Sabbatical Send-off Breezeway 
 4:00 pm Open Hearts Café Meal/Clothing  Centennial Room 

 

TODAY’S PARTICIPANTS 
Margaret Dowling & Frank LaMay, Lectors 

Ali Shott, Intercessor 
Connor Gardner, Acolyte 

Nancy Rasmussen & David Otwell, Ushers 

Nancy Rasmussen, Refreshments & Welcome Table 

Wesley Parrott, Assisting Organist 
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Welcome! We are glad you are with us today. 

You can find more information on the back of the bulletin. 
 

Our Vivid Vision 
This was created in 2022 in collaboration with the Rectors, Wardens & Vestry and is intended to describe where we will be in 3 years. 

 

The church is bursting with life. Outside the building, people are talking, resting, and enjoying the weather. 
Inside, people are coming and going – staff and volunteers connecting and welcoming. Families, students, 
working professionals, retirees and neighbors mingle with each other, finding resources they need: safety 
and support, education, and creative outlets. Visitors and members alike find a place to make a difference 
and share their gifts with each other. The smell of delicious food wafts through the air as the chefs prepare 
the community meal for the day. Visitors from all over the world are marveling at the beautiful interior of 
the sanctuary. Worshippers are laughing, singing, praising, and just enjoying being together. The delicate 
sounds of violin mingle with the robust organ and the echoes of voices. We are more than just a place on 
the Square. We are an integral part of the neighborhood. 
 

Core Values      Culture 
          

Inclusion/Welcome 

We believe that no one should feel left out or alone. 
We embrace our differences and respect each person 
within our community. This allows everyone to bring 
their unique and authentic gifts to further the 
mission of the church.  

Innovation 

We are not afraid of trying new things or changing 
when necessary. If things do not work out, we are 
open to re-evaluate, learn from our mistakes, and try 
again.  

Collaboration 

We listen to and support one another, working and 
evolving together. We build upon each other’s 
strengths and lift up each other’s gifts. 

Community Mindedness 

 Church is not an individual endeavor, but a 
community experience. We believe that we cannot 
each succeed or be whole, unless everyone finds 
success and wholeness.  

 

 

 

Joyful 

We are hopeful, optimistic, and have fun together. 
Being part of this community gives us joy, and our 
joy spreads to others and makes us want to share joy 
with them. 

Fearless 

We are innovative, purposeful and adaptable. We 
believe that with God all things are possible and that 
with prayer and connection to God we will always 
have enough. We are not afraid of trying new things 
or of failing. We learn from our mistakes. We reach 
out to others drawing them in, not waiting for them 
to find us. 

Embracing 

We love others, because God loves us. This means 
that we are accepting, welcoming, open, genuine, and 
empathetic. We speak the truth in love. 

Engaged 

Our connection to this organization is full of energy. 
We give without expectation of return. We 
continuously learn about the community and our 
neighbors and adapt our connections as needed. We 
all contribute our time, money and skills to make our 
community better. 
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Prelude    Alleluia Colin Mawby 
 

THE ENTRANCE RITE                                             
Entrance Hymn 400  Lasst uns erfreuen 

 
 

Opening Acclamation  

Presider Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 
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Collect for Purity 
 
Presider  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
A Song to the Lamb         James Denman 
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Collect of the Day 
 

Presider   The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
 

Presider  Let us pray. 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass 
our understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving 
you in all things and above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed 
all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 
 

THE WORD OF GOD                                             

First Lesson: Acts 16:9-15  Margaret Dowling 

Reader    A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

     During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading 
with him and saying, "Come over to Macedonia and help us." When he had 
seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being 
convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good news to them. 

     We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the 
following day to Neapolis, and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city 
of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city 
for some days. On the sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, 
where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke 
to the women who had gathered there. A certain woman named Lydia, a 
worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and 
a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what 
was said by Paul. When she and her household were baptized, she urged us, 
saying, "If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at 
my home." And she prevailed upon us. 

Reader   The Word of the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 67  Deus misereatur  

The antiphon is sung once by the choir and then by all.  The choir sings the verses, the congregation 
joining on the verses in bold.  All sing the antiphon as indicated.    

 Chant:  Richard Massey  

  

1 May God be merciful to | us and | bless us, *  
show us the light of his | counte|nance and | come to us.  

2 Let your ways be | known u•pon | earth, *  
your saving | health a|mong all |nations.  

3 Let the peoples | praise you, • O |God; *  
let | all the | peoples | praise you.  

4 Let the nations be glad and | sing for | joy, *  
for you judge the peoples with equity  
and guide all the | nations | upon | earth.  

Antiphon  

5 Let the peoples | praise you, • O | God; *  
let | all the | peoples | praise you.  

6 The earth has brought | forth her | increase; *  
may God, our | own God, | give us • his | blessing.  

†7 May God | give us • his | blessing, *  
and may all the ends of the | earth | stand in | awe of him.  

Antiphon  
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The Epistle: Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5  Frank LaMay 
 

Reader  A reading from the Book of Revelation. 

    In the spirit the angel carried me away to a great, high mountain and showed me 
the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God. 

    I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the 
Lamb. And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of 
God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. The nations will walk by its light, and 
the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. Its gates will never be shut by 
day-- and there will be no night there. People will bring into it the glory and the 
honor of the nations. But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practices 
abomination or falsehood, but only those who are written in the Lamb's book of 
life. 

    Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing 
from the throne of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the 
city. On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, 
producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of 
the nations. Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of 
God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him; they will see 
his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. And there will be no more night; 
they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they 
will reign forever and ever. 

Reader   The Word of the Lord. 
People    Thanks be to God. 
 
Please rise in body or in spirit. 
 

Sequence Hymn LEVAS 141 
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The Gospel: John 14:23-29  

Celebrant   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.   
People       Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 

    Jesus said to Judas (not Iscariot), “Those who love me will keep my word, and my 
Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. 
Whoever does not love me does not keep my words; and the word that you hear 
is not mine, but is from the Father who sent me. I have said these things to you 
while I am still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 
send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said 
to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the 
world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.  

    You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I am coming to you.’ If you loved 
me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the Father is greater 
than I. And now I have told you this before it occurs, so that when it does occur, 
you may believe.” 

 

Celebrant  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People    Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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Sermon     The Rev. John Gardner 
 

Following a period of silence, all rise in body or in spirit. 
 
Nicene Creed   
 

All    We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were 
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power 
of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made 
man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 
no end.  

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People  Ali Shott 
 

Leader O God, we pray for your holy Church; 
People That we all may be one. 
 

Leader Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
People That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 

Leader We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
People That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 

Leader We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
People That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
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Leader Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
People That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 

Leader Have compassion on Gwenette, David, Emily, Nicole, Walter, Hubertha, Ed, 
Jordan, Barbara, Antonio, Robbie, the Curvy and Cottrell families, Jessica, 
Tracey, Chuck, Jarred, Khalil, Kyree, Christopher, Harmony, Calvin, Mourad, 
Stefania, Christian, Mike, Donna, Katreen, Cheryl, and all those who suffer from 
any grief or trouble; 

People That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 

Leader Give to the departed eternal rest. 
People Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 

Leader We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
People May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 

Leader Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.  A brief silence is kept. 
 

Presider Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully 
accept the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
The Confession of Sin 
Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Silence may be kept. 
 

All Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

The Absolution 
Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep 
you in eternal life. Amen. 

The Peace 
Please rise in body or in spirit. 
 

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you! 
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Welcome, Parish Notices & Celebration Blessings 
 
Commissioning of Organist & Choirmaster, Dr. Ben Leiby 
 
Celebrant Friends in Christ, we are all baptized by the one Spirit into one Body, and given 

gifts for a variety of ministries for the common good. 
 
Presider  Ben Leiby has been called to the ministry of Organist & Choirmaster. 
 
People  Praise be to God, who has called you to this service. 
 
Celebrant  Let us pray. (Silence) 

Look with favor upon those whom you have called, O God, and grant that they 
may be so filled with your Holy Spirit, that they may minister in their chosen 
task with joy and steadfast devotion; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 
Presider In the Name of God, we recognize you Ben Leiby as Organist & Choirmaster,  

and give you this as a token of your ministry. Amen. 
 
THE HOLY COMMUNION                                             
 
Offertory Sentence  
 

Presider  God of all gifts, of all bounty, of every tree and plant and every fruit and vegetable, 
everything we have comes from you. We give you thanks for this abundance. We 
pray that what we give might be used as a balm to heal the nations, to restore your 
love-grounded peace among all creation. Amen 

 
Anthem      If ye love me Thomas Tallis 

 
If ye love me, keep my commandments.  

And I will pray the Father, and He shall give you another Comforter,  
that He may abide with you for ever, ev’n the spirit of truth. 

 
Please rise in body or in spirit 
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Offertory Hymn 705  Forest Green 
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The Great Thanksgiving   Eucharistic Prayer A 
 

 

 
Celebrant   It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 

you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly are we bound to 
praise you for the glorious resurrection of your resurrection of your Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and 
has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by 
his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life. Therefore we praise you, 
joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

Sanctus   Ronald Arnatt 
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Celebrant Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, 

when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your 
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, 
to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He 
stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your 
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ 
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me."  
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."  Therefore we proclaim the mystery 
of faith: 
 

All  Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 

Celebrant  We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 
these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and 
Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. 
Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you 
in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints 
into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus 
Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.  

All AMEN. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:  
All  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Breaking of the Bread                  A period of silence is kept. 

Fraction Anthem 

 
 

Celebrant    The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ 
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

The people are seated. 
Distribution of Communion 
If you wish to receive communion, please follow the directions of the ushers and go to the altar rail to receive. You can receive bread 
and/or wine, depending on your preference. If you wish to receive the wine, you can retain your wafer and dip it in the cup or drink 
directly from the cup. If you need a gluten-free wafer or prefer a blessing, please let the priest know. We will bring communion to 
those who are more comfortable staying in their pew (please alert an usher). 
 

Communion Anthem   Peace I leave with you    Amy Beach 
Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you:  

not as the world giveth, give I unto you.  
Let not your heart be troubled. 
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Communion Hymn 765  Berglund 
 

 
Following the hymn, all rise in body or in spirit. 
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Post-Communion Prayer 

Celebrant   Let us pray. 
All Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 

members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual 
food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in 
peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness 
and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Blessing 

Celebrant The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds 
in the knowledge and love of God and of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. And the 
blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you and remain 
with you always. Amen. 

 
Dismissal Hymn 191  Lux eoi 
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Dismissal 
Presider Alleluia, Alleluia! Let us bless the Lord.  
People      Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia 
 
Postlude    Fanfare    Nicolas Jacques Lemmens 
 
Permission to reprint, broadcast, and/or stream the music in this service has been obtained from One License with license #A-735450 

 
Healing Prayer – all who wish to receive prayers for healing for themselves, a loved one or even the world, are 
invited to john a member of the clergy and/or the healing team in the Prayer Corner (to the right of the altar 
area) after the service. 

About this service… 
 

Service: Everything you need for the service is in this bulletin. If you have questions or need assistance, 
please ask one of the ushers (who handed you this bulletin) or a neighbor in your pew.  
 
Children are always welcome in our worship service and we love to hear their joyful sounds and see 
their wiggly ways! We have books for all ages and activity bags in the back for children who wish to 
stay with their families during the service. We also have the “Pew Pen” in the front of the church for 
those we need a little more space to move around.   
 
Restrooms are located at the front of the church. Walk down the left aisle toward the door with the 
EXIT sign. Go through the door and turn left. Men’s room is straight ahead, women’s to the right. If 
you prefer a gender-neutral bathroom, please ask our ushers to show you where this is. 
 
Offering: Halfway through the service you will notice that we pass a plate around to 
collect the offering. The offerings we give help to support to work this church does, the 
people who work here, and our programs for the neighborhood. If you wish to help 
support our amazing programs, you can put something in the plate, text CHT  
 
DONATE to 73256 or using the QR code to the right. You can also sign up to give regularly with 
REALM (www.htrit.org/give). 

 

 

http://www.htrit.org/give
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Join us for Choral Evensong for the Eve of the Ascension 

Wednesday, May 28, 6:00 pm 

Music of Byrd, Neswick, Aston, and Handel 

 

Sabbatical Updates 
Mark your Calenders: 

 
Sabbatical Send-Off: Ice Cream Sunday Party 

Sunday, June 1 | After the 11 a.m. service | Breezeway 

Help us send our priests off on their sabbatical with love and gratitude! Join us for ice cream 
and warm wishes as we celebrate their upcoming time of rest and renewal. 

 

Summer Fellowship Dinners 
Dates & details coming soon! 

We’re excited to host a series of Fellowship Dinners this summer—casual, friendly meals 
where we can gather, share stories, and enjoy time together. Whether you’re new or a long-

timer, we’d love to have you at the table. 

An online sign-up form will be going out soon! 

 

Quiet Retreat 
Saturday, September 6 

Save the date for a day of stillness and spiritual renewal. More information will be shared as 
the date approaches. 
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