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February 22, 2026 
 

 

First Sunday in Lent 
 

11:00 am 
Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
with the Great Litany 
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What’s Happening This Week: 
 

Morning Prayer is held every weekday at 9:00 am on Facebook. 
 

Sunday, February 22 ✝ 9:30 am Adult Education Class – Chapter 12 Narthex 
 ✝11:00 am Holy Eucharist– First Sunday in Lent Church 
 🎵🎵4:00 pm Smithsonian Academy Orchestra Church 
 ❤4:00 pm Open Hearts Cafe Meal/Clothing  Centennial Room 
 
Monday, February 23 10:00-3:00  Church Open 
 
Tuesday, February 24 10:00-3:00  Church Open 
 ❤3:00 pm Open Hearts Cafe Meal/Clothing Centennial Room 
 
Wednesday, February 25 10:00-3:00  Church Open 
 🎵🎵 12:15 pm Lenten Organ Meditation by Sarah Palmer Church 
 
Thursday, February 26 10:00-3:00  Church Open 
 ✝12:15 pm Healing Eucharist Service Prayer Corner 
 ✝1:15 pm Centering Prayer Meet in Prayer Corner 
 
Sunday, March 1 ✝ 9:30 am Adult Education Class – Chapter 13 Narthex 
 ✝11:00 am Holy Eucharist–Second Sunday in Lent Church 
 ❤4:00 pm Open Hearts Cafe Meal/Clothing  Centennial Room 

 

TODAY’S PARTICIPANTS 
 

Andy Gutknecht & Veronica Aplenc, Lectors 

Helena and Steve Cochrane, Ushers 
Jack Baranoski, Streaming 

Connor Gardner, Acolyte 

Martha Lipscomb, Refreshments 

Ashley Del Bianco, Welcome Table 

Wesley Parrott, Assisting Organist 
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WELCOME 
WE ARE GLAD THAT YOU ARE HERE! 

We ask that you turn off or silence your Cell Phone during the service. Thank you! 
 

OUR VIVID VISION 
This was created in 2022 in collaboration with the Rectors, Wardens & Vestry and is intended to describe where we will be in 3 years. 

 

The church is bursting with life. Outside the building, people are talking, resting, and enjoying the weather. 
Inside, people are coming and going – staff and volunteers connecting and welcoming. Families, students, 
working professionals, retirees and neighbors mingle with each other, finding resources they need: safety 
and support, education, and creative outlets. Visitors and members alike find a place to make a difference 
and share their gifts with each other. The smell of delicious food wafts through the air as the chefs prepare 
the community meal for the day. Visitors from all over the world are marveling at the beautiful interior of 
the sanctuary. Worshippers are laughing, singing, praising, and just enjoying being together. The delicate 
sounds of violin mingle with the robust organ and the echoes of voices. We are more than just a place on 
the Square. We are an integral part of the neighborhood. 
 

CORE VALUES      CULTURE 
          

Inclusion/Welcome 

We believe that no one should feel left out or alone. 
We embrace our differences and respect each person 
within our community. This allows everyone to bring 
their unique and authentic gifts to further the mission 
of the church.  

Innovation 

We are not afraid of trying new things or changing 
when necessary. If things do not work out, we are open 
to re-evaluate, learn from our mistakes, and try again.  

Collaboration 

We listen to and support one another, working and 
evolving together. We build upon each other’s 
strengths and lift up each other’s gifts. 

Community Mindedness 

 Church is not an individual endeavor, but a 
community experience. We believe that we cannot each 
succeed or be whole, unless everyone finds success and 
wholeness.  

 

 

 

Joyful 

We are hopeful, optimistic, and have fun together. 
Being part of this community gives us joy, and our joy 
spreads to others and makes us want to share joy with 
them. 

Fearless 

We are innovative, purposeful and adaptable. We 
believe that with God all things are possible and that 
with prayer and connection to God we will always have 
enough. We are not afraid of trying new things or of 
failing. We learn from our mistakes. We reach out to 
others drawing them in, not waiting for them to find 
us. 

Embracing 

We love others, because God loves us. This means that 
we are accepting, welcoming, open, genuine, and 
empathetic. We speak the truth in love. 

Engaged 

Our connection to this organization is full of energy. 
We give without expectation of return. We 
continuously learn about the community and our 
neighbors and adapt our connections as needed. We all 
contribute our time, money and skills to make our 
community better. 
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Prelude                 Partita on ‘Detroit’ David Hurd 
 

THE ENTRANCE RITE                                             
 

Please rise in body or in spirit. 
 

An Invitation to a Holy Lent 
 

Presider Dear People of God: The first Christians observed with great devotion the days 
of our Lord's passion and resurrection, and it became the custom of the 
Church to prepare for them by a season of penitence and fasting. This season 
of Lent provided a time in which converts to the faith were prepared for Holy 
Baptism. It was also a time when those who, because of notorious sins, had 
been separated from the body of the faithful were reconciled by penitence and 
forgiveness, and restored to the fellowship of the Church. Thereby, the whole 
congregation was put in mind of the message of pardon and absolution set 
forth in the Gospel of our Savior, and of the need which all Christians 
continually have to renew their repentance and faith.  
 

I invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church, to the observance of a holy 
Lent, by self-examination and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; 
and by reading and meditating on God's holy Word. And, to make a right 
beginning of repentance, and as a mark of our mortal nature, let us now pray 
before the Lord, our maker and redeemer. 

 
The Great Litany 
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 From all blindness of heart; from pride, vainglory, and hypocrisy; from envy, hatred, 
and malice; and from all want of charity, 
Good Lord, deliver us. 

 From all inordinate and sinful affections; and from all the deceits of the world, the 
flesh, and the devil, 
Good Lord, deliver us. 

 From all false doctrine, heresy, and schism; from hardness of heart, and contempt of 
thy Word and commandment, 
Good Lord, deliver us. 

 From lightning and tempest; from earthquake, fire, and flood; from plague, 
pestilence, and famine, 
Good Lord, deliver us. 

 From all oppression, conspiracy, and rebellion; from violence, battle, and murder; 
and from dying suddenly and unprepared, 
Good Lord, deliver us. 

 By the mystery of thy holy Incarnation; by thy holy Nativity and submission to the 
Law; by thy Baptism, Fasting, and Temptation, 
Good Lord, deliver us. 
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 By thine Agony and Bloody Sweat; by thy Cross and Passion; by thy precious Death 
and Burial; by thy glorious Resurrection and Ascension; and by the Coming of the 
Holy Ghost, 
Good Lord, deliver us. 

 In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of death, and 
in the day of judgment, 
Good Lord, deliver us. 

 We sinners do beseech thee to hear us, O Lord God; and that it may please thee to 
rule and govern thy holy Church Universal in the right way, 

 

 That it may please thee to illumine all bishops, priests, and deacons, with true 
knowledge and understanding of thy Word; and that both by their preaching and 
living, they may set it forth, and show it accordingly, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 

 That it may please thee to bless and keep all thy people, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 

 That it may please thee to send forth laborers into thy harvest, and to draw all 
mankind into thy kingdom, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 

 That it may please thee to give to all people increase of grace to hear and receive thy 
Word, and to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 

 That it may please thee to bring into the way of truth all such as have erred, and are 
deceived, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 

 That it may please thee to give us a heart to love and fear thee, and diligently to live 
after thy commandments, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
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 That it may please thee so to rule the hearts of thy servants, the President of the 
United States, and all others in authority, that they may do justice, and love mercy, 
and walk in the ways of truth, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 

 That it may please thee to make wars to cease in all the world; to give to all nations 
unity, peace, and concord; and to bestow freedom upon all peoples, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 

 That it may please thee to show thy pity upon all prisoners and captives, the 
homeless and the hungry, and all who are desolate and oppressed, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 

 That it may please thee to give and preserve to our use the bountiful fruits of the 
earth, so that in due time all may enjoy them, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 

 That it may please thee to inspire us, in our several callings, to do the work which 
thou givest us to do with singleness of heart as thy servants, and for the common good, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 

 That it may please thee to preserve all who are in danger by reason of their labor or 
their travel, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 

 That it may please thee to preserve, and provide for, all women in childbirth, young 
children and orphans, the widowed, and all whose homes are broken or torn by 
strife, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 

 That it may please thee to visit the lonely; to strengthen all who suffer in mind, body, 
and spirit; and to comfort with thy presence those who are failing and infirm, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 

 That it may please thee to support, help, and comfort all who are in danger, 
necessity, and tribulation, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 

 That it may please thee to have mercy upon all mankind, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
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 That it may please thee to give us true repentance; to forgive us all our sins, 
negligences, and ignorances; and to endue us with the grace of thy Holy Spirit to 
amend our lives according to thy holy Word, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 

 That it may please thee to forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers, and to 
turn their hearts, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 

 That it may please thee to strengthen such as do stand; to comfort and help the 
weak-hearted; to raise up those who fall; and finally to beat down Satan under our 
feet, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 

 That it may please thee to grant to all the faithful departed eternal life and peace, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 

 That it may please thee to grant that, in the fellowship of all the saints, we may attain 
to thy heavenly kingdom, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
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Collect of the Day 
 

Presider   The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Presider  Let us pray. 

Almighty God, whose blessed Son was led by the Spirit to be tempted by Satan: 
Come quickly to help us who are assaulted by many temptations; and, as you 
know the weaknesses of each of us, let each one find you mighty to save; through 
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 

 

Please be seated. 
THE WORD OF GOD                                             

First Lesson: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7  Andy Gutknecht 

Reader    A reading from the Book of Genesis. 

     The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and 
keep it. And the Lord God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every 
tree of the garden; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall 
not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.” 

     Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God 
had made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any 
tree in the garden’?” The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of 
the trees in the garden; but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree 
that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’“ But 
the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; for God knows that when you 
eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and 
evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a 
delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she 
took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with 
her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they 
were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for 
themselves. 

 
Reader   The Word of the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God. 
Silence.  
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Psalm 32 Beati quorum  
The congregation joins on the bold verses, pausing at the asterisk.  

 
1 Happy are they whose transgressions are for/given,*  
   and whose sin / is put away!  
  
2 Happy are they to whom the LORD im/putes no guilt,*  
   and in whose spirit there / is no guile!  
  
3 While I held my tongue, my bones withered a/way,*     
   because of my groaning / all day long.  
  
4 For your hand was heavy upon me / day and night;*  
   my moisture was dried up as in the heat / of summer.  
  
5 Then I acknowledged my / sin to you,*  
   and did not / conceal my guilt.  
  
6 I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the / LORD.”*  
   Then you forgave me the guilt / of my sin.  
  
7 Therefore all the faithful will make their prayer to you in time of / trouble;*  
   when the great waters overflow, they shall / not reach them.  
  
8 You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from / trouble;*  
   you surround me with shouts of / deliverance.  
  
9 “I will instruct you and teach you in the way that / you should go;*  
   I will guide / you with my eye.  
   
10 Do not be like horse or mule, which have no under / standing;*  
     who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not / stay near you.”  
  
11 Great are the tribulations of the / wicked;*  
     but mercy embraces those who trust / in the LORD.  
   
12 Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the / LORD;*  
     shout for joy, all who / are true of heart.   
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The Epistle: Romans 5:12-19  Veronica Aplenc 
 

Reader  A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans 

    As sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and 
so death spread to all because all have sinned-- sin was indeed in the world before 
the law, but sin is not reckoned when there is no law. Yet death exercised 
dominion from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sins were not like the 
transgression of Adam, who is a type of the one who was to come. 

    But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one 
man's trespass, much more surely have the grace of God and the free gift in the 
grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. And the free gift is 
not like the effect of the one man's sin. For the judgment following one trespass 
brought condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brings 
justification. If, because of the one man's trespass, death exercised dominion 
through that one, much more surely will those who receive the abundance of 
grace and the free gift of righteousness exercise dominion in life through the 
one man, Jesus Christ. 

    Therefore just as one man's trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man's 
act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all. For just as by the one 
man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man's obedience 
the many will be made righteous. 

Reader   The Word of the Lord. 
People    Thanks be to God. 

 

Silence. 

At the introduction to the hymn, please rise in body or spirit. 
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Sequence Hymn 150   Aus der Tiefe rufe ich 
 

 
 

The Gospel: Matthew 4:1-11  
 
Celebrant   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.   
People       Glory to you, Lord Christ 

  
    Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. He 

fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. The tempter 
came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to 
become loaves of bread.” But he answered, “It is written, ‘One does not live by 
bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 

 
    Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the 

temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is 
written, ‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they 
will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’” Jesus said 
to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 
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    Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world and their splendor; and he said to him, “All these I will 
give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” Jesus said to him, “Away with 
you, Satan! for it is written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’” 
Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 

Celebrant  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People    Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Sermon     The Rev. Rachel Wenner Gardner   
 

Following a period of silence, the people rise in body or in spirit.  
 

Nicene Creed   
 

All    We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things 
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the 
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was 
made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.  

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come. Amen. 
 

Presider Since we already prayed the Great Litany, offering our prayers for almost 
everything in life, we will now move to the confession of sin and absolution.  
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Confession of Sin 
 

Presider  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
All Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

Absolution 
 

Presider  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord  
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

The Peace 
 

Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
All are invited to share the peace of Christ with their neighbor. 
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

Offertory Sentence  
 

Presider  Surprising God of Mercy, you meet us in wilderness places and walk beside us 
through trial and temptation. Even when we feel alone, your grace is never far, 
your presence never absent. In this moment of giving, we offer not just our 
resources, but our trust that you are already at work, shaping us through 
challenge, strengthening us through sacrifice, and surrounding us with unseen 
angels. Use these gifts to bring hope where there is hunger, healing where there 
is pain, and light where there is despair. May what we give reflect our desire to 
walk more closely with you, even in the hard places. In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. (Psalm 32, Matthew 4:1-11)  

 

Anthem     Jesus Christ the Apple Tree   Colin Mawby 

The tree of life my soul hath seen, laden with fruit and always green:  
The trees of nature fruitless be compared with Christ the apple tree. 
His beauty doth all things excel: by faith I know, but ne’er can tell  

the glory which I now can see in Jesus Christ the apple tree. 
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For happiness I long have sought, and pleasure dearly I have bought:  
I missed of all; but now I see ‘Tis found in Christ the apple tree. 

I’m weary with my former toil, here I will sit and rest awhile:  
Under the shadow I will be, of Jesus Christ the apple tree. 

This fruit doth make my soul to thrive, it keeps my dying faith alive;  
which makes my soul in haste to be with Jesus Christ the apple tree. 

 

At the introduction to the hymn, please rise in body or spirit. 
 
Offertory Hymn 445  Gerontius 
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The Great Thanksgiving   Eucharistic Prayer D 
 

Celebrant  May God be with you.  
People   And also with you.  
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.  
People   We lift them to the Lord.  
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the One who created us.  
People   It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
  
Celebrant  It is truly right to glorify you, O God, our Refuge and Strength, and to give you 

thanks, for you alone are God, living and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from 
before time and forever. Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all 
things and fill them with your blessing; you created them to rejoice in the splendor 
of your radiance. Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night 
and day; and, beholding the glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing 
praise. Joining with them, and giving voice to every creature under heaven, we 
acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we sing   

 
Sanctus S-114          Healey Willan 

 

  
Celebrant  We acclaim you, Holy God, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your 

wisdom and love. You formed us in your own image, given the whole world into 
our care, so that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we might dwell as faithful 
companions with all your creatures. When our disobedience took us far from you, 
you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy you came to our 
help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again you called us into 
covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation.  
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  Gracious God, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent 

your only Son to be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin  Mary, Jesus lived as one of us, yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed 
the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom, to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill 
your purpose, Jesus gave himself up to death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed 
death, and made the whole creation new.  

  
  And that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for Christ who died and rose 

for us, you sent the Holy Spirit, your own first gift for those who believe, to 
complete your work in the world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of 
all.   

  
  When the hour had come for Jesus to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, 

having loved his own who were in the world, Jesus loved them to the end; at 
supper with them Jesus took bread, broke it, and gave it to them, and said, “Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  

  
  After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; offered thanks and gave it to them, and 

said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed 
for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for 
the remembrance of me.”  

  
  Most Blessed One, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling 

Christ’s death and descent among the dead, proclaiming Christ’s resurrection and 
ascension to your right hand, awaiting Christ’s coming in glory; and offering to 
you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup, we praise you and 
we bless you.  

  

People   We praise you,   
  we bless you,   
  we give thanks to you,   
  and we pray to you, the Rock of our Salvation.  
  

Celebrant  We pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, 
and upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your 
holy people, the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of 
your Son Jesus Christ. Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become 
one body and one spirit, a living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name.  
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  Remember, O God, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by 
the sacrifice of Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace. 
And grant that we may find our inheritance with all the saints who have found 
favor with you in ages past. We praise you in union with them and give you glory 
through your Son Jesus Christ our Redeemer.  

  
  Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, 

Eternal God, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, forever and forever.  
People   AMEN.  
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Celebrant  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:  

All    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Breaking of the Bread   Silence is kept. 
Fraction Anthem S-158           Willan 
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Celebrant    The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ 
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

The people are seated. 
 

Distribution of Communion 
If you wish to receive communion, please follow the directions of the ushers and go to the altar rail to receive. You can receive 
bread and/or wine, depending on your preference. If you wish to receive the wine, you can retain your wafer and dip it in the cup 
or drink directly from the cup. If you need a gluten-free wafer or prefer a blessing, please let the priest know. We will bring 

communion to those who are more comfortable staying in their pew (please alert an usher 

 
Communion Hymn 140                                                                                              Donne 
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Following the hymn, and at the invitation of the Celebrant, the people rise in body or spirit. 
 

Post-Communion Prayer 
 

Celebrant   Let us pray. 
  All God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you 

have united us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your 
people in heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that 
we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the risen 
life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

Blessing 
 

Celebrant The blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be upon you and 
remain with you always. Amen. 

 
Dismissal Hymn 147  Bourbon 

 
Dismissal 
Presider Let us bless the Lord. 
People      Thanks be to God.  

As a sign of fasting during the season of Lent,  
there will be no Postludes until the Great Vigil of Easter. 
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Permission to reprint, broadcast, and/or stream the music in this service has been obtained from One License with license #A-735450 

 
About this service… 
 
Service: Everything you need for the service is in this bulletin. If you have questions or need 
assistance, please ask one of the ushers (who handed you this bulletin) or a neighbor in your 
pew.  
 
Children are always welcome in our worship service and we love to hear their joyful sounds 
and see their wiggly ways! We have books for all ages and activity bags in the back for children 
who wish to stay with their families during the service. We also have the “Pew Pen” in the front 
of the church for those we need a little more space to move around.   
 
Restrooms are located at the front of the church. Walk down the left aisle toward the door 
with the EXIT sign. Go through the door and turn left. Men’s room is straight ahead, women’s 
to the right. If you prefer a gender-neutral bathroom, please ask our ushers to show you where 
this is. 
 
Offering: Halfway through the service you will notice that we pass a plate around 
to collect the offering. The offerings we give help to support to work this church 
does, the people who work here, and our programs for the neighborhood. If you 
wish to help support our amazing programs, you can put something in the plate, 
text CHT DONATE to 73256 or using the QR code to the right. You can also 
sign up to give regularly with REALM (www.htrit.org/give). 
 
Communion: All who are baptized in any Christian tradition are welcome to join us for 
communion (all ages are welcome). If you prefer a blessing, please let one of the clergy know. 
We will share the bread and wine at the altar rail at the front of the church.  Gluten free wafers 
are available. If you are unable to come to the front, or prefer to stay in your pew we will bring 
communion to you. 

 

  

http://www.htrit.org/give
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Upcoming Events 
February 25, 12:15 p.m. 

Lenten Music Meditation with  
Sarah Palmer (Curtis Institute of Music) 

 
March 4 

12:15 p.m.: Lenten Music Meditation 
with Bálint Karosi  

(First Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia) 
6:00 p.m.: Choral Evensong 

 
March 11, 12:15 p.m. 

Lenten Music Meditation with Wesley 
Parrott (Church of the Holy Trinity) 

 
March 14, 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

Men's Spring Suit Sale benefitting Open 
Hearts 

 
March 15, 12:15 p.m. 

Vestry Meeting 
 

March 18, 12:15 p.m. 
Lenten Music Meditation with James 

Kealey (Bryn Mawr Presbyterian Church) 
 

March 22, 12:15 p.m. 
Celebration Sunday: Choir & Music 

Ministry 

March 25, 12:15 p.m. 
Lenten Music Meditation with Andrea 
Boudra (St. David’s Episcopal Church, Wayne) 

 

✨Holy Week & Easter✨ 

March 29-April 5 

 
 

March 29, 11:00 a.m. 
Palm Sunday service 

 
April 2, 6:00 p.m. 

Maundy Thursday service 
 

April 3, 12:00 p.m. 
Good Friday service 

 
April 4 

9:00 a.m.: Holy Saturday service 
10:00 a.m.: Decorate Church for Easter 

8:00 p.m.: Easter Vigil service 
 

April 5, 11:00 a.m. 
Easter Day service 

Easter Egg Hunt After Service 
 

April 19, 12:15 p.m. 
Annual Meeting! 

 

  



23 
 

Celebration Sundays 
With so much to celebrate, we’re launching our Celebration Sunday series! One Sunday of 
each month, we will celebrate a facet of our beloved community. 

March 22 
Celebrating Choir and Music Ministry 

 

April 19 
Annual Meeting + Celebrating Success of 2026 Historic Pledging 

 

May 10 
Celebrating the launch of Phillips Brooks Legacy Society 

 

June 7 
Celebrating Newcomers & Ice Cream Social 

 

July 5 
Celebrating 250th Anniversary of USA 

 

August 23 
Celebrating Volunteers & Lay Ministers 

 

September 20 
Ministry Fair and Celebrating Back to School & Back to Church 

 

September 27 
Celebrating Rachel & John’s 10 Years as Rectors at Holy Trinity 

 

October 4 
Celebrating 2027 Pledge Campaign Kickoff 

 

October 30 
Costume Karaoke Night 

 

November 8 
2027 Pledge Campaign In-Gathering Celebration 

 

November 29 
Celebrating the start of Advent, Advent Wreath Making 
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Prayer List. 
 

Anna Maria, Phillip, Lexie, Grace, the Dailey Family, Charlie, Pamela, Gail, Jay, 
Laurie, Liz, Bobbie, Gabriel, Coco, Sally, Wanda, Jessica, Tracy, Sonrisa, Maria, Sarah, 
Sylvia, Bernadette, LaToya, Arianna, Ronald, Chad, Barb, Brandy, Kristin, Lureen, Luca, 
Dawn, Jimmie, and Cheryl 

 
The Church of the Holy Trinity - Clergy and Staff 

The Rev. Rachel Wenner Gardner, Rector 

The Rev. John Gardner, Rector 

Benjamin Leiby, Organist-Choirmaster 
Robyn Schnieders, Director of Operations & Outreach 

Inaara Neal-Shiraz, Director of Development & Communications  

Karen Majer, Rentals & Events Manager 

Demetrius Swinson, Operations Coordinator AKA Superman 
Shawn “Shiz” Futch & Mike Whitney, Operations Support 

Victoria Alfred-Lerew & Chiquita Anderson Welcome Coordinators 

Jack Baranoski, Boyden Gardner, & Jonah Shortall, Streaming Services 

Dr. Stephen Framil, Musician-in-Residence  

Dr. John French, Organist-Choirmaster emeritus 
 
The Choir of Holy Trinity 
Aimee Pilgermayer, Gail Caruso, Stephanie Demane, Franny Geller, Hannah Bashore, 
Patricia Conrad, Maiya Williams, Justine Hansen, Eddie Rubeiz, Samuel Evans, Samual 
Keeler, Andrew Gutknecht, Thomas Kneeland, Alex Mathews, William Dowling, John Miles 
 
The Church of the Holy Trinity - Vestry   
Brian Conroy, Phillip Duffy, Alyssa Force, Monica Heuer, Margaret Hughes, Simson Hui, 
Susan Leidy, Jeff McEldowney, Ali Shott, Daniel Tancredi 


	First Lesson: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7  Andy Gutknecht
	Silence.
	At the introduction to the hymn, please rise in body or spirit.
	Celebrant  The Gospel of the Lord.
	Sermon     The Rev. Rachel Wenner Gardner
	All    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us no...
	Breaking of the Bread   Silence is kept.
	Following the hymn, and at the invitation of the Celebrant, the people rise in body or spirit.
	Dismissal




