8:00 PM

The Great Vigil
of Easter

April 4, 2026
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Welcome! We are glad you are with us today.

You can find more information on the back of the bulletin.

Our Vivid Vision

This was created in 2022 in collaboration with the Rectors, Wardens & Vestry and is intended to describe where we will be in 3 years.

The church is bursting with life. Outside the building, people are talking, resting, and enjoying the weather.
Inside, people are coming and going - staff and volunteers connecting and welcoming. Families, students,
working professionals, retirees and neighbors mingle with each other, finding resources they need: safety
and support, education, and creative outlets. Visitors and members alike find a place to make a difference
and share their gifts with each other. The smell of delicious food wafts through the air as the chefs prepare
the community meal for the day. Visitors from all over the world are marveling at the beautiful interior of
the sanctuary. Worshippers are laughing, singing, praising, and just enjoying being together. The delicate
sounds of violin mingle with the robust organ and the echoes of voices. We are more than just a place on
the Square. We are an integral part of the neighborhood.

Core Values

Inclusion/Welcome

We believe that no one should feel left out or alone.
We embrace our differences and respect each
person within our community. This allows everyone
to bring their unique and authentic gifts to further
the mission of the church.

Innovation

We are not afraid of trying new things or changing
when necessary. If things do not work out, we are
open to re-evaluate, learn from our mistakes, and try
again.

Collaboration
We listen to and support one another, working and

evolving together. We build upon each other’s
strengths and lift up each other’s gifts.

Community Mindedness

Church is not an individual endeavor, but a
community experience. We believe that we cannot
each succeed or be whole, unless everyone finds
success and wholeness.

Culture
Joyful

We are hopeful, optimistic, and have fun together.
Being part of this community gives us joy, and our
joy spreads to others and makes us want to share joy
with them.

Fearless

We are innovative, purposeful and adaptable. We
believe that with God all things are possible and
that with prayer and connection to God we will
always have enough. We are not afraid of trying new
things or of failing. We learn from our mistakes. We
reach out to others drawing them in, not waiting for
them to find us.

Embracing

We love others, because God loves us. This means
that we are accepting, welcoming, open, genuine,
and empathetic. We speak the truth in love.

Engaged

Our connection to this organization is full of
energy. We give without expectation of return. We
continuously learn about the community and our
neighbors and adapt our connections as needed.
We all contribute our time, money and skills to
make our community better.



We ask that you turn off or silence your Cell Phone during the service. Thank you!

Restrooms are located at the front of the church. Walk down the left aisle toward the door with
the EXIT sign. Go through the door, and turn left. Men’s room is straight ahead, women’s to the
right. If you prefer a gender neutral bathroom, please ask our ushers to show you where this is.

Offering: Halfway through the service you will notice that we pass a plate around to -
collect the offering. The offerings we give help to support to work this church does, the E#’E E'!".-E
people who work here, and our programs for the neighborhood. If you wish to help i
support our amazing programs, you can put something in the plate, text CHT Ei'l_,'?’_i:-i_ -
DONATE to 73256 or using the QR code to the right. You can also sign up to give

weekly with REALM (www.htrit.org/give).

Communion: All who are baptized in any Christian tradition are welcome to join us for
communion (all ages are welcome). If you prefer a blessing, please let one of the clergy know. We
will share the bread and wine at the altar rail at the front of the church. Gluten free wafers are
available. If you are unable to come to the front, or prefer to stay in your pew we will bring
communion to you.

During The Peace, we invite you to connect with your neighbors by waving, showing the peace
sign, or using fist/elbow bumps. Please be sure your neighbor is comfortable with physical contact

before shaking hands.

More Information? visit our website www.htrit.org and sign up for the weekly E-News.

ABOUT THIS SERVICE

The Great Vigil of Easter is one of the oldest known rites of the Christian church, dating back to the
second century. It brings worshippers, literally and symbolically, from darkness into light. The service is
comprised of four parts: the kindling of the new fire and lighting of the Paschal Candle; the reading of
lessons recounting the many ways in which God has saved and restored his people; the renewal of
Baptismal vows; and reuniting the people of God with the Body of the risen Christ by celebrating the
first Eucharist of Easter. After weeks of penitence, preparation, and reflection, more joyful elements
return to the liturgy. The Exsultet, a chant almost as old as the Easter Vigil itself, invites us to rejoice
in Christ’s triumph over death and redemption of the world; and the word alleluia (“Praise the Lord”)—
which has not been spoken during the past 40 days of Lent—is proclaimed enthusiastically, and will
remain in acclamations, fractions, hymns, and dismissals throughout Eastertide.


http://www.htrit.org/give
http://www.htrit.org/

THE GREAT VIGIL of EASTER
8:00 PM

The service begins in the back of the church. Handheld candles will be given to all in attendance — these
will be lighted during the beginning of the service.

THE SERVICE OF LIGHT

In the darkness, fire is kindled.

The Kindling of the New Fire

Celebrant  Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed
over from death to life, the Church invites her members, dispersed throughout
the world, to gather in vigil and prayer. For this is the Passover of the Lord, in
which, by hearing his Word and celebrating his Sacraments, we share in his
victory over death.

Celebrant  Let us pray.
O God, through your Son you have bestowed upon your people the brightness
of your light: Sanctify this new fire, and grant that in this Paschal feast we may
so burn with heavenly desires, that with pure minds we may attain to the festival
of everlasting light; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Lighting of the Paschal Candle

The Paschal Candle is then lighted from the newly kindled fire, and a Minister bearing the Paschal
Candle leads the procession to the chancel, pausing three times and singing:

Leader People
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The light of Christ. Thanks be to God.

During the procession, candles and lamps in the church, including those of the people, are lighted.
The Altar remains dark. The Paschal Candle is placed in its stand.



The Exsultet

Presider

Presider
People
Presider

People

Presider

Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels, and let your trumpets shout
Salvation for the victory of our mighty King.

Rejoice and sing now, all the round earth, bright with a glorious splendor, for
darkness has been vanquished by our eternal King.

Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church, and let your holy courts, in radiant
light, resound with the praises of your people.

All you who stand near this marvelous and holy flame, pray with me to God the
Almighty for the grace to sing the worthy praise of this great light; through Jesus
Christ his Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with him, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God,

People
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.

[t is truly right and good, always and everywhere, with our whole heart and mind
and voice, to praise you, the invisible, almighty, and eternal God, and your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who at the
feast of the Passover paid for us the debt of Adam’s sin, and by his blood
delivered your faithful people.

This is the night, when you brought our fathers, the children of Israel, out of
bondage in Egypt, and led them through the Red Sea on dry land.

This is the night, when all who believe in Christ are delivered from the gloom
of sin, and are restored to grace and holiness of life.

This is the night, when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell, and rose

victorious from the grave.



How wonderful and beyond our knowing, O God, is your mercy and loving-
kindness to us, that to redeem a slave, you gave a Son.

How holy is this night, when wickedness is put to flight, and sin is washed away.
[t restores innocence to the fallen, and joy to those who mourn. It casts out pride
and hatred, and brings peace and concord.

How blessed is this night, when earth and heaven are joined and man is
reconciled to God.

Holy Father, accept our evening sacrifice, the offering of this candle in your
honor. May it shine continually to drive away all darkness. May Christ, the
Morning Star who knows no setting, find it ever burning--he who gives his light
to all creation, and who lives and reigns
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Hand candles may be extinguished.

The Paschal Candle will continue to burn at all services from Easter Day through the Day of Pentecost.

The Liturgy of the Word

Celebrant

Let us hear the record of God’s saving deeds in history, how he saved his people
in ages past; and let us pray that our God will bring each of us to the fullness of
redemption.

Please sit for the readings.

The First Reading: Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18, 8:6-18, 9:8-13 Sally Griffith

Reader

The Flood: The Lord said to Noah, “Go into the ark, you and all your
household, for I have seen that you alone are righteous before me in this
generation. Take with you seven pairs of all clean animals, the male and its mate;
and a pair of the animals that are not clean, the male and its mate; and seven
pairs of the birds of the air also, male and female, to keep their kind alive on the
face of all the earth. For in seven days I will send rain on the earth for forty days

and forty nights; and every living thing that I have made I will blot out from the

face of the ground.” And Noah did all that the Lord had commanded him.
6



In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, on the
seventeenth day of the month, on that day all the fountains of the great deep
burst forth, and the windows of the heavens were opened. The rain fell on the
earth forty days and forty nights. On the very same day Noah with his sons, Shem
and Ham and Japheth, and Noah’s wife and the three wives of his sons entered
the ark, they and every wild animal of every kind, and all domestic animals of
every kind, and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, and every bird of
every kind~ every bird, every winged creature. They went into the ark with Noah,
two and two of all flesh in which there was the breath of life. And those that

entered, male and female of all flesh, went in as God had commanded him; and
the Lord shut him in.

The flood continued forty days on the earth; and the waters increased, and bore
up the ark, and it rose high above the earth. The waters swelled and increased
greatly on the earth; and the ark floated on the face of the waters.

At the end of forty days Noah opened the window of the ark that he had made
and sent out the raven; and it went to and fro until the waters were dried up
from the earth. Then he sent out the dove from him, to see if the waters had
subsided from the face of the ground; but the dove found no place to set its foot,
and it returned to him to the ark, for the waters were still on the face of the
whole earth. So he put out his hand and took it and brought it into the ark with
him. He waited another seven days, and again he sent out the dove from the ark;
and the dove came back to him in the evening, and there in its beak was a freshly
plucked olive leaf; so Noah knew that the waters had subsided from the earth.
Then he waited another seven days, and sent out the dove; and it did not return
to him any more.

In the six hundred first year, in the first month, the first day of the month, the
waters were dried up from the earth; and Noah removed the covering of the ark,
and looked, and saw that the face of the ground was drying. In the second
month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth was dry. Then God
said to Noah, “Go out of the ark, you and your wife, and your sons and your
sons’ wives with you. Bring out with you every living thing that is with you of all
flesh~ birds and animals and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth~ so
that they may abound on the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the earth.”
So Noah went out with his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives.
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Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am establishing
my covenant with you and your descendants after you, and with every living
creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of
the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. I establish my covenant with
you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never
again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” God said, “This is the sign of
the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is
with you, for all future generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall
be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth.”

Psalm 46 Deus noster refugium

The congregation joins on the bold verses, pausing at the asterisk.

A4t Tone V.1
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Sy * / / ;-
1 God is our refuge and / strength, *
a very present / help in / trouble.
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the / earth be moved, *
and though the mountains be toppled into the / depths of / the sea;
3 Though its waters / rage and foam, *
and though the mountains tremble / at its / tumult.
4 The LORD of hosts is / with us; *
the God of Jacob / is our / stronghold.
5 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of / God, *
the holy habitation / of the / Most High.
6 God is in the midst of her;
she shall not be / overthrown; *
God shall help her at the break of day.
7 The nations make much ado, and the kingdoms are / shaken; *

God has spoken, and the / earth shall / melt away.



8 The LORD of hosts is / with us; *
the God of Jacob / is our / stronghold.

9 Come now and look upon the works of the / LORD, *
what awesome things / he has / done on earth.

10 It is he who makes war to cease in / all the world; *

he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear,
and / burns the / shields with fire.

11 “Bestill, then, and know that / I am God; *
[ will be exalted among the nations;

[ will be ex/alted / in the earth.”

12 The LORD of hosts is / with us; *
the God of Jacob / is our / stronghold.

All rise in body or in spirit.

Presider Let us pray. (silence) Almighty God, you have placed in the skies the sign of your
covenant with all living things: Grant that we, who are saved through water and
the Spirit, may worthily offer to you our sacrifice of thanksgiving; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

All sit.
The Second Reading: Exod. 14:10-31; 15:20-21 Jay Poko
Reader Israel’s deliverance at the Red Sea: As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked

back, and there were the Egyptians advancing on them. In great fear the Israelites
cried out to the Lord. They said to Moses, “Was it because there were no graves
in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you
done to us, bringing us out of Egypt! Is this not the very thing we told you in
Egypt, ‘Let us alone and let us serve the Egyptians’? For it would have been better
for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.” But Moses said to
the people, “Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance that the Lord
will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you see today you shall
never see again. The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to keep still.”



Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry out to me! Tell the Israelites to
go forward. But you lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea
and divide it, that the Israelites may go into the sea on dry ground.

Then I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them;
and so I will gain glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots,
and his chariot drivers. And the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, when
[ have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot drivers.”

The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went
behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its
place behind them. It came between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel.
And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did
not come near the other all night.

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back
by a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters
were divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming
a wall for them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued, and went
into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At
the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon
the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their
chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us
flee from the Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.”

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the
water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot
drivers.” So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea
returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed
the Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the
chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea;
not one of them remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the
sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left.

Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the
Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great work that the Lord did
against the Egyptians. So the people feared the Lord and believed in the Lord
and in his servant Moses.
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Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron’s sister, took a tambourine in her hand; and
all the women went out after her with tambourines and with dancing. And
Miriam sang to them: “Sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; horse
and rider he has thrown into the sea.”

Canticle = The Song of Moses Halifax
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All rise in body or in spirit.

Celebrant

Let us pray. (silence) O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to

our own day, you once delivered by the power of your mighty arm your chosen
people from slavery under Pharaoh, to be a sign for us of the salvation of all
nations by the water of Baptism: Grant that all the peoples of the earth may be
numbered among the offspring of Abraham, and rejoice in the inheritance of
[srael; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

All sit.
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The Third Reading: Ezekiel 36:24-28

Margaret Dowling

Reader A new heart and a new spirit: Say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord God:
[ will take you from the nations, and gather you from all the countries, and bring
you into your own land. I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall be
clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. A
new heart [ will give you, and a new spirit I will put within you; and [ will remove
from your body the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. I will put my
spirit within you, and make you follow my statutes and be careful to observe my
ordinances. Then you shall live in the land that [ gave to your ancestors; and you
shall be my people, and I will be your God.

Psalm 42:1-7 Martyrdom
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All rise in body or in spirit.

Presider Let us pray. (silence) Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery
established the new covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all who are reborn
into the fellowship of Christ’'s Body may show forth in their lives what they
profess by their faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

All sit.

The Fourth Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14 Veronica Aplenc

Reader The valley of dry bones: The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought

me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it
was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the
valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live!” 1
answered, “O Lord God, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these
bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the
Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I
will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you

with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I
am the Lord.”

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there
was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked,
and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had
covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy
to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God:
Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they
may live.” I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them,
and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They
say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’
Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to
open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and 1 will
bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord,
when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will
put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own

soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act,” says the
Lord.
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Psalm 143 Domine, exaudi

lonian Psalter

The antiphon is sung once by the choir and then by all. The choir sings verses of Psalm 143 and all
sing the antiphon.

Antiphon

Antiphon
6

Antiphon
8

10

Antiphon

Organ: Everyone: X l
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v Re - vive me, O Lord, for your Name’s sake.

LORD, hear my prayer,

and in your faithfulness heed my supplications; *
answer me in your righteousness.

Enter not into judgment with your servant, *

for in your sight shall no one living be justified.

My spirit faints within me; *
my heart within me is desolate.

[ remember the time past; I muse upon all your deeds; *
I consider the works of your hands.

[ spread out my hands to you; *
my soul gasps to you like a thirsty land.

O LORD, make haste to answer me; my spirit fails me; *
do not hide your face from me
or I shall be like those who go down to the Pit.

Let me hear of your loving-kindness in the morning,

for I put my trust in you; *
show me the road that I must walk,
for I lift up my soul to you.

Teach me to do what pleases you, for you are my God; *
let your good Spirit lead me on level ground.

All rise in body or in spirit.

Celebrant

Let us pray. (silence) Almighty God, by the Passover of your Son you have
brought us out of sin into righteousness and out of death into life: Grant to
those who are sealed by your Holy Spirit the will and the power to proclaim you
to all the world; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Renewal of Baptismal Vows

Celebrant

Celebrant

People

Presider

People

Celebrant
People

Presider

People

Celebrant

People

Presider

People

Through the Paschal mystery, dear friends, we are buried with Christ by Baptism
into his death, and raised with him to newness of life. I call upon you, therefore,
now that our Lenten observance is ended, to renew the solemn promises and
vows of Holy Baptism, by which we once renounced Satan and all his works,
and promised to serve God faithfully in his holy Catholic Church.

Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to Jesus
Christ?
I do.

Do you believe in God the Father!
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God!

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the

right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting.

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of

bread, and in the prayers?

I will, with God’s help.

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and
return to the Lord?

I will, with God’s help.
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Celebrant ~ Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?

People I will, with God’s help.

Presider Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?

People I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant ~ Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of
every human being!

People I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant  May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new
birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins,
keep us in eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

THE HOLY EUCHARIST

Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ is risen.

People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ is risen.

People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ is risen.

People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

At the organ fanfare, hand bells may be rung. The candles at the Altar are lit from the Paschal Candle and
the lights in the church are raised. During the singing of the Gloria, the Celebrant sprinkles the congregation

with blessed water as a reminder of their baptism and commitment to the work of Christ. The sign of the cross
may be made as the droplets of water fall on your head.

The Gloria
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The Collect of the Day

Presider

People

Presider

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

Almighty God, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son to the
death of the cross, and by his glorious resurrection delivered us from the power
of our enemy: Grant us so to die daily to sin, that we may evermore live with
him in the joy of his resurrection; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Please be seated.

Epistle Reading: Romans 6:3-11 Andy Gutknecht

Reader

Reader
People

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans.

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into his death! Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism
into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the
Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with
him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection
like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of
sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever
has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we
will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will
never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. The death he died, he
died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must
consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

All rise in body or in spirit
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Sequence Hymn 183 Victimae Paschali laudes

The choir sings:
Christians, to the Paschal victim offer your thankful praises!
A lamb the sheep redeemeth: Christ, who only is sinless,
reconcileth sinners to the Father.
Death and life have contended in that combat stupendous:
the Prince of life, who died, reigns immortal.
Speak, Mary, declaring what thou sawest, wayfaring:
“The tomb of Christ, who is living, the glory of Jesus’ resurrection;
bright angels attesting, the shroud and napkin resting.
Yea, Christ my hope is arisen; to Galilee he goes before you.”

All sing:
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The Gospel: Matthew 28:1-10

Celebrant  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and
the other Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake;
for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the
stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as
snow. For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. But the angel
said to the women, "Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who
was crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the
place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, 'He has been raised
from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see
him.'
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This is my message for you." So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great
joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, "Greetings!"
And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. Then Jesus
said to them, "Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there

they will see me."

Celebrant  The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Sermon The Rewv. Rachel Wenner Gardner

Following the sermon, all rise in body or in spirit.

The Prayers of the People Gail Caruso
Leader O God, we pray for your holy Church;

People That we all may be one.

Leader Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
People That your Name may be glorified by all people.

Leader We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;

People That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
Leader We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
People That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Leader Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;

People That our works may find favor in your sight.

Leader Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;

People That they may be delivered from their distress.

Leader Give to the departed eternal rest.

People Let light perpetual shine upon them.

Leader We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;

People May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Leader Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.

A brief silence is kept.
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Presider Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully
accept the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Peace

Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

The people greet one with a sign of God’s Peace.
Welcome & Parish Notices

THE HOLY COMMUNION
Offertory Sentence

Presider God of New Beginnings, you transform the darkness with the saving dawn. You
roll away despair and doubt, fear and failure. You take our brokenness and make
us whole. We offer our gifts in gratitude for the promise of God and the new
life we have found in Jesus. Let these offerings be our own promise to live
differently - eyes open, hearts awakened, hands ready to serve. May all that we
give today help proclaim to the world that hope is alive, love has triumphed, and
joy cannot be contained. Use us and what we offer to keep telling the story of
God’s salvation. Amen.

Your financial gifts help the church to serve the community, lift up the faithful, and keep this beautiful building safe. We invite
you to give a gift/pledge to the church during the Offertory. If you prefer to give electronically you can text CHT DONATE to
7325 or use the QR Code on page 3.

The Offertory Anthem Surrexit Christus hodie Samuel Scheidt

Surrexit Christus hodie. Alleluia!  Chuist is risen today. Alleluia!
Humano pro solamine. Alleluial  For the comfort of all people. Alleluia!
In hoc Paschali gaudio. Alleluia!  Rejoice in this Easter Day. Alleluia!
Benedicamus Domino. Alleluia!  Let us give thanks to God. Alleluia!
Mortem qui passus pridie. Alleluia!  He suffered death the day before. Alleluia!
Miserrimo pro homine. Alleluia!  He suffered for us all. Alleluia!
Laudetur sancta Trinitas. Alleluia!  Praise the Holy Trinity. Alleluia!
Deo dicamus gratias. Alleluia!  Give thanks to God. Alleluia!

All rise in body or in spirit.

21



Offertory Hymn 195
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Mowsley

Words: Christian Furchtegott Gellert (1715-1769); tr. Frances Elizabeth Cox (1812-1897), alt. Music: Mowsley, Cyril Vincent
Taylor (1907-1991). Copyright © 1985 by Hope Publishing Co, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All Rights Reserved.

The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer A

L Celebrant People
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The Lord be with you. And al-so with you.
Celebrant People
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Lift up your hearts. We Ilift them to the Lord.
Celebrant
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right
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Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly are we bound to
praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for
he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the
sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life
again he has won for us everlasting life. Therefore we praise you, joining our
voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for
ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

The Sanctus
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high-est.

Celebrant  Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and,
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature,
to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He
stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
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On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

All Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Celebrant ~ We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we
offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the
Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life
in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and
serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all
your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in
him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Celebrant  And now, as our Savior Jesus Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:

All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy Name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
A period of silence is kept.
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The Fraction Anthem

A Cantor
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Celebrant  The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Distribution of Communion

If you wish to receive communion, please follow the directions of the ushers and come to the altar rail at the
front of the church. We will bring communion to those unable to come to the front or those who prefer to stay
in their pew. If you need a gluten-free wafer or prefer a blessing, please let the priest know.
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The Communion Hymn 788
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be a cho-sen peo - ple bearing light for all the world to see. see.
hymn, a psalm in- toned on dy - ing lips when sun and hope grew  dim.
sting, and with the gift of life re - newed the heart will ev er sing.

All rise in body or in spirit.

Post-Communion Prayer

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living

members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the
world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with
gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Celebrant  Let us pray.
All
The Blessing
Celebrant
you, and remain with you always.
People Amen.
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The Dismissal Hymn 200 Gaudeamus partier
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from his light, to whom we give laud and praise un - dy - ing.
wel - comes in un - wear - ied strains Je - sus” re - sur - rec- tion.
that thy peace which ev - er - more pass - eth hu - man know-ing.
The Dismissal
Presider Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia! Alleluia!

People Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Postlude Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain David Cherwien

Permission to reprint, broadcast, and/or stream the music in this service has been obtained from One License with license #A-735450
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PARTICIPANTS
Sally Griffith, Jay Poko, Margaret Dowling,
and Veronica Aplenc, Readers

Andy Gutknecht, Lector

Gail Caruso, Intercessor
Margaret Dowling, Usher
Alicia Depler, Acolyte

EASTER FLOWER DEDICATIONS

During this most holy season, we are grateful to each person who has given toward Easter flowers, that we

may beautify our church for the celebration of Christ’s Resurrection. We honor and uplift in memory our

loved ones during this sacred season and hold them in our hearts.

In Memory of
Viktor and Ivanka Antolin
Eugene and Sass Cochrane

by Helena and Steve Cochrane

In Honor of
Miley, Toby, Max, and Wills Bhatia

by Esha Bhatia

In Memory of Betty Carpowich,
Evelyn Moskovitz, Ann Maxwell, and
Adeline Thomas
by Donald McKenzie

In Memory of
Adam and Edna Cunningham
and Adam Cunningham, Jr.

by Reauchean Williams

In Memory of Clarke and Fran Dowling
and Michael Landon
and
In Honor of Carole Landon

by Margaret and Will Dowling
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In Memory of
Robert and Vera Ekeland

by Gretchen Ekeland

In Memory of John L. Frisbee
by Susan Leidy

In Memory of
Paul and Margaret Noyes
Richard and Louise Lipscomb
by Martha and Thomas Lipscomb

In Memory of
Charlie and Nancy Simpson
by Shreve Simpson

In Memory of
Annabelle Suber and Jean Tenant

by Kristina and Inaara Neal-Shiraz

In Memory of
Ronald A. and Mary Jeanne Welsh
Quinton and Helen Otwell
by Jeannie Welsh and David Otwell
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